
Makram Melek Girgis
April 21, 1933 - November 21, 2016

Makram (“Mak”) Melek Girgis (82 years old) of Bradley, Illinois passed away
November 21, 2016. 
Mak was born April 21, 1933 in Minya, Egypt. The son of Melek and Matilda
Girgis, Mak was the oldest son of six children (an older sister, Mary, and
younger brothers Monire, Maher and Momtaz & sisters Nargis and Marcelle).
During his elementary school and high school years he attended private
Christian schools managed by 2nd Coptic Evangelical Church in Minya and
then studied at Cairo University where he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in agricultural sciences in 1955. He was then employed as a research
scientist at the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture and Cairo University where he
specialized in sugar cane research. On August 22, 1960 he married Hetty
Fouad El Daief. 

 Mak and his family emmigrated to the USA in June 1969. He started from
scratch, working various odd jobs which included janitorial work and lawn care
in Kankakee. At one point he was working three jobs trying to support his
family. In 1970 he obtained an entry level position at Pentex (which was later
sold to the Bayer Corporation) as an operator in protein fractionation. While
working at Bayer he continued his studies in chemistry at Kankakee
Community College and Governors State University and obtained a Master of
Arts degree in 1985. At Bayer he was successively promoted. First, to the
Quality Control department and eventually promoted to a Senior Research
Scientist. In his tenure at Bayer he was part of a team of researchers



developed several patens. His work at Bayer earned him two Science and
Technology Awards (“Producing High Purity Thrombin” and “Isolation and
Purification of Transferrin from Bovine Serum by Sequential Cation and Anion
Exchange Chromatographies.”). He retired from Bayer Corporation in 1998
and started his own consulting firm (“Makram Enterprises, Inc.”). He consulted
with biotechnology companies regarding new methods in protein fractionation.
His consulting included traveling to companies in France, England and
Australia. He was an active member of Bradley Church of the Nazarene. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents and sisters, Mary and Marcelle, and
brothers Monir and Maher. He is survived by his wife, Hetty of Bradley, and
their three children; Dr. Hany Girgis and Mona Mason of Kankakee, Mary and
Dan Coughlan of Naperville and two grandchildren Sean and Lexi Coughlan.
He is also survived by his brother Momtaz and sister Nargis of Minya, Egypt
and his Sister-in-law Dr. Mimi Melek, Niece Mariam Maher and nephews
Ramez Maher and Michael Maher of Cairo, Egypt, and Magid of Cyprus. 

 Also surviving are a host of in-laws in the Kankakee area; brother and sister-
in-law Dr. Felix and Dr. Fouzia El Daief of Kankakee, niece Wendy Ayoub of
Bradley, niece Jeanette, her husband David Ibrahim of Bourbonnais, and their
daughter Rebecca and husband James Dickey of Washington D.C., nephew
Fareed and his wife Annette Ayoub of Farmington New Mexico, their son
Nathaniel of Bristol, Connecticut, daughter Amanda of Glasgow, Scotland,
daughter Chrissy of Farmington, New Mexico, and son, Tony Carr and his
wife, Angi Dean-Carr of Chicago. 

 Visitation will be on Friday, November 25, 2016 from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
at Schreffler Funeral Homes, Bourbonnais Chapel. Mak’s funeral service will
be held on Saturday, November 26, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at Bradley Church of
the Nazarene. Burial will immediately follow at All Saints Catholic Cemetery in
Bourbonnais. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Bradley Church of the Nazarene.



Cemetery Details

All Saints Cemetery

1839 W. State Rte. 102
Bourbonnais, IL 60914

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 25. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Schreffler Funeral Home - Bourbonnais Chapel
1100 N. Convent St.
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
(815) 932-2421

Funeral Service

NOV 26. 10:00 AM (CT)

Bradley Church of the Nazarene
Bradley, IL 60915
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February 03, 2023 at 04:30 AM

Makram Melek Girgis

Tom Mallaney - November 29, 2016 at 11:59 AM

Tom Mallaney lit a candle in memory of
Makram Melek Girgis

Michael & Rita Morris - November 28, 2016 at 03:04 PM

Michael & Rita Morris lit a candle in memory
of Makram Melek Girgis

Sistter Lois Nixon - November 25, 2016 at 09:29 AM

Sistter Lois Nixon lit a candle in memory of
Makram Melek Girgis
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pfl - November 24, 2016 at 10:23 AM

My sincere condolences to the family for the loss of your dear loved
one. May you find comfort and hope from the Bible promise at
Isaiah 25:8 that in the near future God will eliminate forever, death
and the sufferings that it brings. So draw close to God (Psalms
83:18) in prayers and lean on Him as you cope during this most
difficult time.

Catherine Jackson - November 23, 2016 at 01:23 PM

Catherine Jackson lit a candle in memory of
Makram Melek Girgis

Nancy Leonard - November 23, 2016 at 12:08 PM

Mr. Girgis was such a nice and considerate Man. I remember him
from my years as a teenager at Bradley Church and 'teaching' his
lovely daughters, Mary and Mona in Caravan. He was a a
Wonderful, Christian Man.

Mary Quiroz Thomson - November 23, 2016 at 11:28 AM

Hugs and prayers are with you at this sad
time. May God hold you close, dry your tears
and bring wonderful memories as you
celebrate his life.

  
Mary Thomson
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Frank Davis - November 23, 2016 at 08:33 AM

Markam and Getty were too of the most gracious people I have ever
met. Whence we worked with the teenagers at the church many
years ago they opened up their home to allow us to have a garage
sale to help fund a summer youth trip. Great people and a great
family. Nothing but good memories. 
 
Frank and Karen Davis


