
Jean M. Rykiel
October 26, 1928 - June 7, 2026

Jean Rykiel, age 97 of Kankakee passed away peacefully at her home on
Sunday, June 7, 2026. She was born on October 26, 1928 in Harvey, IL, the
daughter of John and Caroline (Kabaj) Sova. Jean was raised on a farm in
Beecher, IL along with her brothers, John and Ronald Sova; and one sister
Carol (Frederick) Klaus. She married Myron Schultz in 1951. Together they
had three children, Myron Schultz Jr., Larry (Lisa) Schultz, and Karol (David)
Spencer. Jean has eight grandchildren and many great-grandchildren. 
Jean was a housewife in Harvey until her children finished school at which
time she began working as a housekeeping supervisor at the Holiday Inn in
Harvey. She would later marry Theodore Rykiel. He preceded her in death in
1979. 

 Jean was a parishioner at St. John Paul II Catholic Church, West Campus in
Kankakee. 
Jean was an avid Chicago Cubs Fan and proudly displayed her Cubs flag as
she rolled around the neighborhood in her wheelchair. Las Vegas was her
favorite getaway, and she took numerous trips there with her family and
friends. She will be remembered by the people that knew her best as an
amazing person with an incredibly strong will to live. Jean suffered a
debilitating stroke at age 68 which left her without the use of the right side of
her body. She did not let her handicap define her life. Jean continued to live
another three decades doing the things she loved with the ones she loved. 
Jean embraced her Catholic faith and her daily devotions continued until the



last days of her life. She will be sadly missed by her family and friends. 
 Surviving are two sons, Myron Jr. (Wen Hsin) Schultz of Logan, UT, Larry

(Lisa) Schultz of Cedar Lake, IN; one daughter, Karol (David) Spencer of
Kankakee; one sister, Carol Klaus of Tinley Park, IL; two brothers, Ronald
Sova of Bentonville, AR, John Sova of California; eight grandchildren; great
grand-children; nieces and nephews. 

 Jean is preceded in death by her husbands, Myron Schultz Sr. and Ted Rykiel;
her parents; and one brother-in-law, Fred Klaus. 

 Visitation will be held from 4-6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at
Schreffler Funeral Home, Kankakee. A funeral Mass will be celebrated at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 11, 2026 at St. John Paul II Catholic Church,
West Campus in Kankakee. Burial will follow at Holy Cross Cemetery in
Calumet City, IL. 

 Memorials may be made to family wishes.



Cemetery Details

Holy Cross Cemetery

801 Michigan City Rd.
Calumet City, IL 60409

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 10. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Schreffler Funeral Home - Kankakee Chapel
1900 W. Court St.
Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 932-2421
https://www.schrefflerfuneralhomes.com/

Funeral Mass

JUN 11. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. John Paul II West Catholic Church
907 S. 9th Ave
Kankakee, IL 60901

https://www.schrefflerfuneralhomes.com/


Tribute Wall

KK

Suzanne G Ward - June 10 at 06:07 PM

Sorry for your loss

Kabaj Kabaj - June 08 at 07:26 PM

I met Jean back in 1967 when I came from Germany to Chicago.
We spent time together visiting, at the Polish Legion and had a lot of
good times. My condolences to the family, Jean was a kind and
beautiful soul. May she rest in peace. With Love Gisela


