Dorothy Helen Joplin

July 5, 1918 - June 13, 2016

Dorothy Helen Joplin, age 97, of Manteno, lllinois passed away June 13,
2016. She was born in Tangier, Indiana in 1918 to Alfred Euda Gossett and
Estella Mae Brown Gossett.

Dorothy grew up in Parke County, Indiana and graduated from Tangier High
School in 1936. From an early age, Dorothy was an active member in the
Christian community and met her future husband at church when he sat next
to her on the pew and offered to share his songbook. Immediately after
marriage, she joined her husband in Chicago and enrolled in the Chicago
Evangelical Institute, later renamed Vennard College, where she studied the
Bible, speech and piano. A proficient pianist, she supported her husband in
pastoring a number of churches over the next 22 years, beginning with a
mission church in Harvey, lllinois, followed by churches in Nebo, Gorham,
Fairmount, Sidney, and Assumption, lllinois.

In 1961 she moved with her family to Bourbonnais, lllinois and joined
Kankakee First Church of the Nazarene, where she was a devoted member
for 55 years. She contributed to the church community in a number of roles,
including teaching Sunday School for the two-year olds and leading the senior
social group “Prime Time” for 16 years.

Dorothy held a number of jobs over the years, but her absolute favorite was
working for Olivet Nazarene University from 1962 to 1981 where she ran the
Library’s Curriculum Center. She thoroughly enjoyed organizing the materials
and helping students find needed resources as they studied to be teachers.



A very social person, Dorothy was happiest when surrounded by family and
friends. She had a great sense of humor and enjoyed a good joke. She also
loved to do cross-word puzzles and word games, many of which she would
create for others to try to solve. Dorothy was an avid knitter and in later years
was an indefatigable source of hand-knit dish cloths that she would bestow on
family, friends, and guests.

Always the “pastor’s wife,” she sought out ways to encourage and help others
throughout her life. When she and her husband moved to Heritage Woods in
Manteno, lllinois in 2011, Dorothy took on the responsibility of playing the
piano for the weekly Sunday afternoon Hymn Sing, a role she relished.
Dorothy loved to travel both at home and abroad. She and her husband
embarked on many cross-country trips to visit family and friends and see sites
including the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Mount Rushmore, Niagara Falls,
and also took a cruise to Alaska. She particularly relished international travel,
including visits to Canada, France, England, Egypt, Greece, and Israel. She
was thrilled to see it all.

Dorothy was blessed with a loving family. She married Elmer Lee Joplin
August 10, 1941 in Ridge Farm, lllinois and they enjoyed 73 happy years
together. They raised two children, with dedication, love and compassion.
Dorothy is survived by her son Paul Roscoe (Sharon) Joplin of Spring, Texas,
and her daughter Ruth Ann Joplin of Chicago, lllinois. Also surviving are
grandson Derek (Michelle) Joplin, granddaughter Dawn (Kirt) Hampson, great
grandsons Aaron Vetrone and Zachary Joplin, and many nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, sisters
Clara Nichols, Hazel Allee, Rosetta Williams, Jane Bonebrake, Gladys
Driskell, Betty Juvinall, and brothers Alva Gossett, Horace Gossett and
Straudy Gossett. She will be dearly missed by her loved ones, who celebrate
that she is now at peace and with her Lord.

A gathering of family and friends will be held Friday, June 17, 2016 from 4:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Bourbonnais Chapel of the Schreffler Life Story
Funeral Home, 1100 N. Convent St.



Bourbonnais, lllinois 60914. A celebration of life service will be held Saturday,
June 18, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at the Kankakee First Church of the Nazarene,
1000 N. Entrance Ave., Kankakee, lllinois, with visitation beginning at 10:00
a.m. Burial will follow at Kankakee Memorial Gardens Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Kankakee First Church of the
Nazarene. You can also archive a favorite memory or photo and sign the
online guestbook by visiting www.schrefflerfuneralnomes.com



Cemetery Details

Kankakee Memorial Gardens

15 South 3000 E. Rd.
Kankakee, IL 60901

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 17. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Schreffler Funeral Home - Bourbonnais Chapel
1100 N. Convent St.

Bourbonnais, IL 60914

(815) 932-2421

Visitation

JUN 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Kankakee First Church of the Nazarene
Kankakee, IL 60901

Funeral Service

JUN 18. 11:00 AM (CT)

Kankakee First Church of the Nazarene
Kankakee, IL 60901



Tribute Wall

Dorothy Helen Joplin

February 03, 2023 at 04:30 AM
Please accept my family's heartfelt condolences on the loss of your
dear loved one. During this most difficult time, may you find comfort
in fond memories, and The Almighty God's promise in the Bible, to

restore those asleep in death to perfect life on a paradise Earth.

Greene Family - June 22, 2016 at 10:06 PM

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Schreffler Funeral Home - June 16, 2016 at 04:37 PM

It was through Ruth that | met her parents, Dorothy and Elmer. They
loved their church and Dorothy was responsible for awhile for their
Prime Time calendar. | was the recipient on a couple of occasions
of some of her knitted dishcloths that she loved to create. She will
be missed by her family and friends. Ceil

Cecilia Rasko - June 14, 2016 at 05:14 PM



Fond memories of the Joplin Family. Dorothy |
was a kind and Faithful Christian lady. My

prayers are with the family. Gayle . I

Gayle - June 14, 2016 at 03:43 PM

My memories go way back to the 60's, when Mrs. Joplin's daughter,
Ruth, and | became fast friends and | spent a lot of time in the Joplin
home, where both of Ruth's parents made me feel so welcome and
loved. | have many sweet memories from that time. | remember
"angel food ice cream sandwiches" she made for us...they made
quite an impact as | still remember them all this time later. Ruth and
| reconnected in more recent days and it's been a joy to be in touch
and hear about the Joplin family. | was saddened when Mr. Joplin
passed on, and again to hear of Mrs. Joplin's passing. | know they
are singing praises to our Savior and for that | find comfort and joy.
Thoughts and prayers will continue for my precious friend Ruth and
the family in this great loss.

Sandee Chenault - June 14, 2016 at 03:34 PM

Sarah J. Carson lit a candle in memory of ]

Dorothy Helen Joplin

Sarah J. Carson - June 13, 2016 at 10:03 PM



| remember best spending a week at their home and attending bible
school. Aunt Dorothy made sure | was happy and well cared for. |
also remember in later years how accepting she was of my second
husband and enjoyed their visits to me and to my mother in Florida

Susie Fassett - June 13, 2016 at 06:58 PM



