David "Dave" Frantzen
May 3, 1954 - January 23, 2022

David (“Dave”) Frantzen, 67, passed away peacefully at his home in Bonfield,
lllinois after a valiant battle with non-hodgkins lymphoma on Sunday, January
23.

Dave was born in Chicago on May 3, 1954, the youngest child of George and
Irene Frantzen. He was a life-long lover of music starting with his own rock
band in high school, playing guitar and drums. He was also an avid tennis
player in school. He was the quintessential handy man, always curious about
how everything worked. He loved electrical work and took classes to learn
about working on small engines. He was also a master carpenter, renovating
numerous homes and building beautiful cabinetry and furniture. He was
known to take things apart and put them back together just to see how they
worked.

About 35 years ago, this city boy moved to Bonfield, lllinois to help his mother,
and he took care of her during her final iliness. He embraced the country life
and embarked on learning everything he could about farming. When his
beloved Farmall tractor needed a repair, he consulted books and joined online



forums to learn how to fix it.

Dave prioritized helping not just the people he knew, but also the people he
did not know. He volunteered his time at the ACOM Merchant Street Food
Pantry including doing electrical upgrading and repairs. He created the sound
system for his church. When he went on vacation or even to the doctor’s office
and saw something that needed fixing, he did it, oftentimes on the spot. He
volunteered his time for clean-up and rebuilding on several hurricane relief
missions, including the Back Bay Mission to Biloxi, MS. He served as a
counselor and a handyman at a youth summer camp on a yearly basis.

And could he tell a joke! He excelled in them, and some were funny. He was
known to research “doctor” jokes or “dentist” jokes before he had an office
visit. Though he endured many challenging hospital stays starting at
Christmas time, he never lost his sense of humor and always endeared
himself to medical personnel by being thankful and genuinely curious about
who they were as people.

But his true and most noble calling was being a wonderful and loving life
partner of 14 years to his wife Sue who he married on October 30, 2021 and
“Papa” to their their two granddaughters, Savannah and Madison Long, from
the time they were tiny girls into their now teenaged years. He subjected the
girls to not just his corny jokes and deliberately off-pitch singing, but also his
help on the mundane tasks like homework as well as loving guidance on the
larger life lessons.



In addition to his wife Sue and their granddaughters Savannah and Madison,
Dave is survived by a brother Tony (Helene) and his aunt Florence lppolito,
two stepsons, Richard and Tim Long, and grandsons Christian Long, Noah
Long and Christopher Schkerke as well as numerous cousins, including the
ones he considered “sisters,” Karen Seimetz, Melinda (Don) Deye and
Therese (Brian) Tucker.

Dave is preceded in death by his parents, George and Irene Frantzen and a
sister, Annette Flood.

Visitation will be at St. John United Church of Christ, 1045 W. River Street in
Kankakee on Thursday, January 27 from 9:00 am until 11:00 am with services
to follow immediately thereafter. Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Dave’s name may be made to ACOM
Street Merchant Food Pantry in Kankakee or Pilgrim Park Camp (https://pilgri
mpark.campbraingiving.com/). Also, to honor his memory, tell a joke, help
someone out or otherwise be kind to try to replace the loss of Dave’s loving
and generous spirit.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 27.9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. John United Church of Christ
1045 W. River
Kankakee, IL 60901

Funeral Service

JAN 27.11:00 AM (CT)

St. John United Church of Christ
1045 W. River
Kankakee, IL 60901



Tribute Wall

David "Dave" Frantzen

February 03, 2023 at 04:30 AM

What a kind man Dave was, one who lived his faith. He did great
electric work on our house and farm. I've thought of him fondly
every time | see the labeled light switches. Jim really enjoyed
working and talking with Dave and always looked forward to when
Dave would be here. My deepest condolences to you, Sue.

Chris Keller - February 01, 2022 at 07:33 PM
I met Dave in 2012 after going through a very hard time in life. |
rented a small one bedroom home just next door to Dave and Sue
and they were the kindest people. He was so very kind and | am so
sad to hear of his passing.
Sue, please know | am thinking of you and sending my love.
Deanna Booker

Deanna Booker - January 30, 2022 at 11:56 PM
Dave was so full of life and willing to help with everyone. | am a

better person for having known him.
Ruthann

Ruthann Pinnow - January 27, 2022 at 10:43 PM

To Sue and family, sincere condolences to you.

Nan Mileo - January 26, 2022 at 11:36 AM



He put up the trim in my house, living room around the doorways,
and going into both both bedroom around the closet doors and
looked into the closet for some work. We went on mission trips with
Dave and Sue for years, a group of us from St. John UCC which
started in Florida for 2 years then went the following year to Back
Bay Mission in Biloxi MS. We had so much fun. Dave asked lots of
questions. It was a big group and | can't remember how many there
were. Great times. | won't forget all he's done at St. John UCC.

Ann L Lane - January 25, 2022 at 06:02 PM

I had such an amazing mission trip at Back Bay with Dave and the
group. An awesome man to work with and be around.

Nan Mileo - January 26, 2022 at 10:54 AM

To Dave's wife, Sue, thank you also for loving and taking care of my
cousin. | hope someday we have the pleasure of meeting. My
condolences-- Susan Miller

SUSAN - January 24, 2022 at 09:34 PM



Dave was my 1st cousin but since we've "
always lived far apart | haven't had that many

in- person encounters with him. But, the few .
meetings we did have throughout our lives | “
felt he was an awesome person with such a

kind demeanor. He made a great impression on me and whenever
his name was mentioned in family circles | would smile in my
thoughts. | will remember Dave in the best way you could ever think
of a really good, fun, talented and interesting human being who took
a lot of interest in others. | was blessed to be related to such a good
man. Cousins Karen, Melinda and Theresa; thank you for being his
"sisters" and taking such good care of him. You girls are very
special also. Susan (Ippolito) Miller ¢*

Susan Miller - January 24, 2022 at 09:07 PM

| have fond memories of cousin Dave, from the family reunions in
lllinois to other visits where we got to play a little tennis. Like Susan,
Dave & | always lived far apart and did not get to see each other near
enough.

Walter Field - January 25, 2022 at 11:46 AM



